Reflection Sunday

A TIME OF GUIDED WORSHIP, WORD, AND PRAYER

Gospel City Church
Sunday, December 30, 2018



LOOKING UPWARD

SONG
Great Thy Faithfulness

[Verse 1]

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not. As Thou has been Thou forever wilt be.

[Chorus]

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see.
All T have needed Thy hand hath provided. Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me.

[Verse 2]

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above.
Join with all nature in manifold witness To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

[Verse 3]

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide.
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside.

SCRIPTURE
2 Samuel 9:1-13

1 And David said, “Is there still
anyone left of the house of Saul, that I
may show him kindness for Jonathan's
sake?” 2 Now there was a servant of the
house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and
they called him to David. And the king
said to him, “Are you Ziba?” And he said,
“I am your servant.” 3 And the king said,
“Is there not still someone of the house of
Saul, that I may show the kindness of God
to him?” Ziba said to the king, “There is
still a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in
his feet.” 4 The king said to him, “Where
i1s he?” And Ziba said to the king, “He is
in the house of Machir the son of Ammiel,
at Lo-debar.” 5 Then King David sent and

brought him from the house of Machir the
son of Ammiel, at Lo-debar. 6 And
Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, son of
Saul, came to David and fell on his face
and paid homage. And David said,
“Mephibosheth!” And he answered,
“Behold, I am your servant.” 7 And David
said to him, “Do not fear, for I will show
you kindness for the sake of your father
Jonathan, and I will restore to you all the
land of Saul your father, and you shall eat
at my table always.” 8 And he paid
homage and said, “What is your servant,
that you should show regard for a dead
dog such as 1?”



9 Then the king called Ziba, Saul's
servant, and said to him, “All that
belonged to Saul and to all his house I
have given to your master's grandson.
10 And you and your sons and your
servants shall till the land for him and
shall bring in the produce, that your
master's grandson may have bread to eat.
But Mephibosheth your master's grandson
shall always eat at my table.” Now Ziba
had fifteen sons and twenty servants.

11 Then Ziba said to the king, “According
to all that my lord the king commands his
servant, so will your servant do.” So
Mephibosheth ate at David's table, like
one of the king's sons. 12 And
Mephibosheth had a young son, whose
name was Mica. And all who lived in
Ziba's house became Mephibosheth's
servants. 13 So Mephibosheth lived in
Jerusalem, for he ate always at the king's
table. Now he was lame in both his feet.

DEVOTIONAL
By Pastor Joel



REFLECTION & PRAYER

1. Begin by starting your prayer with worship. Meditate on his attributes and character and
worship him.
6 The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast
love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear
the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to the

third and the fourth generation.” 8 And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth and
worshiped. (Exodus 34.:6-8)

2. Thank the Lord for the salvation he has given you, that you can eat at the table of the King.
9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice,
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels
were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they
fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever!
Amen.” (Revelation 7:9-12)

3. Reflect on the past year. What are some ways can you thank God for his blessing and
provision in your life?

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with
whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. (James 1:17)



SONG

Before the Throne

[Verse 1]
Before the throne of God above
I have a strong, a perfect plea:

A great High Priest, whose name is Love,

Whoever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on his hands,

My name is written on his heart;

I know that while in heaven he stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart
No tongue can bid me thence depart.

[Verse 2]

When Satan tempts me to despair,
And tells me of the guilt within,
Upward I look, and see him there
Who made an end of all my sin.
Because a sinless Savior died,
My sinful soul is counted free;
For God, the Just, is satisfied

To look on Him and pardon me
To look on Him and pardon me

[Bridge]
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Praise the One,
Risen Son of God!

[Verse 3]

Behold him there, the risen Lamb
My perfect, spotless righteousness,
The great unchangeable I am,

The King of glory and of grace!
One in himself, I cannot die

My soul is purchased by his blood
My life is hid with Christ on high,
With Christ, my Savior and my God
With Christ, my Savior and my God



LOOKING INWARD

SCRIPTURE
2 Samuel 12:1-14

1 And the Lord sent Nathan to David.
He came to him and said to him, “There
were two men in a certain city, the one
rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man
had very many flocks and herds, 3 but the
poor man had nothing but one little ewe
lamb, which he had bought. And he
brought it up, and it grew up with him and
with his children. It used to eat of his
morsel and drink from his cup and lie in
his arms, and it was like a daughter to
him. 4 Now there came a traveler to the
rich man, and he was unwilling to take
one of his own flock or herd to prepare for
the guest who had come to him, but he
took the poor man's lamb and prepared it
for the man who had come to him.” 5
Then David's anger was greatly kindled
against the man, and he said to Nathan,
“As the Lord lives, the man who has done
this deserves to die, 6 and he shall restore
the lamb fourfold, because he did this
thing, and because he had no pity.”

7 Nathan said to David, “You are the
man! Thus says the Lord, the God of
Israel, ‘I anointed you king over Israel,
and I delivered you out of the hand of
Saul. 8 And I gave you your master's

house and your master's wives into your
arms and gave you the house of Israel and
of Judah. And if this were too little, 1
would add to you as much more. 9 Why
have you despised the word of the Lord,
to do what is evil in his sight? You have
struck down Uriah the Hittite with the
sword and have taken his wife to be your
wife and have killed him with the sword
of the Ammonites. 10 Now therefore the
sword shall never depart from your house,
because you have despised me and have
taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be
your wife.” 11 Thus says the Lord,
‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you
out of your own house. And I will take
your wives before your eyes and give
them to your neighbor, and he shall lie
with your wives in the sight of this sun.
12 For you did it secretly, but I will do
this thing before all Israel and before the
sun.”” 13 David said to Nathan, “I have
sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said
to David, “The Lord also has put away
your sin; you shall not die. 14
Nevertheless, because by this deed you
have utterly scorned the Lord, the child
who is born to you shall die.”

DEVOTIONAL
By Pastor Joel



REFLECTION & PRAYER

. Pray for a deep conviction of sin.
Romans 8:13. For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

. Let’s confess our sin, for letting our success, comfort, and pride drive us away from
God. Be specific.
All we like sheep have gone astray,; we have turned everyone one to his own way, and
the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6)

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us. (1 John 1:9-10)

. Preach the gospel to yourself. Pray the gospel.
“I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not
remember your sins.” (Isaiah 43:25)

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (Romans
8:1)

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace
you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.(Ephesians
2:4-7)



SONG
In Christ Alone

[Verse 1] [Verse 3]

In Christ alone my hope is found, No guilt in life, no fear in death,

He is my light, my strength, my song; This 1s the power of Christ in me;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, From life's first cry to final breath.
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. Jesus commands my destiny.

What heights of love, what depths of peace, No power of hell, no scheme of man,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! Can ever pluck me from His hand;
My Comforter, my All in All, Till He returns or calls me home,
Here in the love of Christ I stand. Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.
[Verse 2] [Ending]

There in the ground His body lay Til he returns or calls me home
Light of the world by darkness slain: Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand
Then bursting forth in glorious Day Here in the power of Christ we stand

Up from the grave he rose again!

And as He stands in victory

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,

For I am His and He is mine

Bought with the precious blood of Christ.



LOOKING FORWARD

SCRIPTURE
Ephesians 4:17-32

17 Now this I say and testify in the
Lord, that you must no longer walk as the
Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds.
18 They are darkened in their
understanding, alienated from the life of
God because of the ignorance that is in
them, due to their hardness of heart. 19
They have become callous and have given
themselves up to sensuality, greedy to
practice every kind of impurity. 20 But
that is not the way you learned Christ!—
21 assuming that you have heard about
him and were taught in him, as the truth is
in Jesus, 22 to put off your old self, which
belongs to your former manner of life and
is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23
and to be renewed in the spirit of your
minds, 24 and to put on the new self,
created after the likeness of God in true
righteousness and holiness.

25 Therefore, having put away
falsehood, let each one of you speak the
truth with his neighbor, for we are
members one of another. 26 Be angry and
do not sin; do not let the sun go down on
your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to
the devil. 28 Let the thief no longer steal,
but rather let him labor, doing honest
work with his own hands, so that he may
have something to share with anyone in
need. 29 Let no corrupting talk come out
of your mouths, but only such as is good
for building up, as fits the occasion, that it
may give grace to those who hear. 30 And
do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by
whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and
wrath and anger and clamor and slander
be put away from you, along with all
malice. 32 Be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as
God in Christ forgave you.

DEVOTIONAL
By Pastor Joel



REFLECTION & PRAYER

1. How do you need to “put on Christ” in the coming year?

2. For further reflection, spend time going deep on a couple of the following questions.

)
2)
3)

4)
5)
6)
7)

8)

9)

What lies have you built your life on (v19, 22, 25)?
What values do you want to build your life on?

Who can you build a loving community around you that speaks truth in your life
(v25)?

Pray for spiritual friends and spriritual mentors/disciples.
What anger or grudge do you need to let go (v26, 27, 31)?
How can you be a better worker/student (v28)?

How have you torn down with your words? How can you purposefully build others
up with your words (v29)?

How are you grieving the Holy Spirit that resides in you (v30)? What patterns of
desires, thoughts, and actions cause guilt and shame in your life?

How can you be more kind and loving to one another (v32)? (i.e. spouse, children,
church members). Is there anyone you need to forgive (v32)?

10) Who are people in your life that do not know Christ, but you can be Christ to and

share Christ with (v21)?
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[Verse 1]

I cast my mind to Calvary

Where Jesus bled and died for me

I see His wounds, His hands, His feet
My Saviour on that cursed tree

[Verse 2]

His body bound and drenched in tears
They laid Him down in Joseph's tomb
The entrance sealed by heavy stone
Messiah still and all alone

[Chorus]

O praise the Name of the Lord our God

O praise His Name forever - more

SONG

O Praise the Name

For endless days, we will sing Your praise

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God
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[Verse 3]

Then on the third, at break of dawn
The Son of heaven rose again

O trampled death, where is your sting
The angels roar for Christ the King

[Verse 4]

He shall return in robes of white

The blazing sun shall pierce the night
And I will rise among the saints

My gaze transfixed on Jesus' face



